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State Laws and Published 
Ordinances - Firearms (35th 
Edition)

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) has published the 35th Edition of 
State Laws and Published Ordinances - Firearms 
(ATF P 5300.5). These publications will help you 
comply with federal and state firearm laws and, 
specifically, remain in compliance with the Gun Control 
Act of 1968.

NSSF® encourages all members to review the 
pertinent state or territory link provided here that is 
relevant to your FFL.

Please note, this material is not intended to provide 
legal advice and should be used only for informational 
purposes. It is possible that a state may have passed a 
more recent law(s) or issued interpretations or 
regulations that have yet to be published and are not 
included in this publication. If you have any questions 
regarding state, county or local laws, please contact 
your state's Attorney General.
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10 Hallmarks of 
Assault Weapons - 
and What They Do

PRIMER SEATING DEPTH

Primer seating depth – how far the primer is inserted into the 
shell case – is carefully controlled in factory ammunition. You 
also need to be aware of primer seating depth when reloading. 
Seating the primer too deep below flush can damage the internal 
components, leading to misfires and inconsistent ignition. 
Seating the primer too high (above flush) can cause the cylinder 
to not rotate in revolvers, and can cause problems when the bolt 
slams home in semi-autos. Seating above flush can also result in 
misfires.

Unless you are reloading on a progressive machine (each pull of 
the handle yields a loaded cartridge), the primer seating depth is 
controlled by feel as the primer is inserted. This is especially true 
if you are using a handheld priming tool. The primer seating 
depth is best checked with your finger tip. Sliding the index finger 
across the bottom of the primed shell case will quickly determine 
if the primer is above or below flush.

The ideal seating depth is just below flush. As you gain 
experience in loading, the feel to accomplish this will become 
familiar. It is best to use your finger to test every primed shell 
case. If the primer is above flush it can be run through the 
seating operation again to push it below flush.
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Shouldn’t Just Apply to Bad Guys
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**FAIR USE**

Copyright Disclaimer under section 107 of the Copyright Act 1976, allowance is made for “fair use” for purposes such as criticism, comment,
news reporting, teaching, scholarship, education and research.

Fair use is a use permitted by copyright statute that might otherwise be infringing.

Non-profit, educational or personal use tips the balance in favor of fair use.

FAIR USE DEFINITION:
(Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_use)
Fair use is a doctrine in the United States copyright law that allows limited use of copyrighted material without requiring permission from the
rights holders, such as for commentary, criticism, news reporting, research, teaching or scholarship. It provides for the legal, non-licensed
citation or incorporation of copyrighted material in another author’s work under a four-factor balancing test. The term “fair use” originated
in the United States. A similar principle, fair dealing, exists in some other common law jurisdictions. Civil law jurisdictions have other
limitations and exceptions to copyright.

U.S. COPYRIGHT OFFICE - FAIR USE DEFINITION:
(Source: http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html)
One of the rights accorded to the owner of copyright is the right to reproduce or to authorize others to reproduce the work in copies or
phonorecords. This right is subject to certain limitations found in sections 107 through 118 of the copyright law (title 17, U.S. Code). One of
the more important limitations is the doctrine of “fair use”. The doctrine of fair use has developed through a substantial number of court
decisions over the years and has been codified in section 107 of the copyright law.

Section 107 contains a list of the various purposes for which the reproduction of a particular work may be considered fair, such as criticism,
comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, and research. Section 107 also sets out in four factors to be considered in determining
whether or not a particular use is fair:

1. The purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes

2. The nature of the copyrighted work

3. The amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole

4. The effect of the use upon the potential market for, or value of, the copyrighted work

The distinction between fair use and infringement may be unclear and not easily defined. There is no specific number of words , lines, or notes that may
safely be taken without permission. Acknowledging the source of the copyrighted material does not substitute for obtaining permission.

The 1961 Report of the Register of Copyrights on the General Revision of the U.S. Copyright Law cites examples of activities that courts have regarded
as fair use: “quotation of excerpts in a review or criticism for purposes of illustration or comment; quotation of short passages in a scholarly or technical
work, for illustration or clarification of the author’s observations; use in a parody of some of the content of the work parodied; summary of an address or
article, with brief quotations, in a news report; reproduction by a library of a portion of a work to replace part of a damaged copy; reproduction by a
teacher or student of a small part of a work to illustrate a lesson; reproduction of a work in legislative or judicial proceedings or reports; incidental and
fortuitous reproduction, in a newsreel or broadcast, of a work located in the scene of an event being reported.”

Copyright protects the particular way an author has expressed himself. It does not extend to any ideas, systems, or factual information conveyed in the
work. The safest course is always to get permission from the copyright owner before using copyrighted material.
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Disclosure: This newsletter features news, how-to information, and links to assorted topics related to firearms and 
their use. The publisher receives no remuneration or commission of any kind. We only recommend articles and 
opinion pieces because of their quality and relevance to local political conditions and applicable firearm regulations. 
All firearms should be stored and handled within industry-acceptable guidelines.
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